OPERATING PROCEDURES REGARDING THE 
 NON-BINDING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AND 
THE GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
CONCERNING THE REMOVAL OF THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS
Section 1: Purpose
The Government of the United States of America and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda intend to use the following Operating Procedures in connection with activities conducted consistent with the Non-Binding Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United States and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda concerning the Removal of Third Country Nationals, signed at Washington on December 19, 2025 (hereinafter, “the MOU”). For the avoidance of doubt, these Operating Procedures do not create any obligation on the Government of Antigua and Barbuda to accept any person or any minimum number of persons. No transfer is to occur without the prior express written approval of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda in each individual case.
Section 2: Eligibility of Individuals for Removal 
a) Individuals eligible for removal to Antigua and Barbuda under the MOU are individuals who are:
i) Third-country nationals with final or expedited orders of removal; and
ii) Individuals who received medical authorization to travel from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security; and
iii) Individuals who, after being informed in a language they understand that the proposed destination is Antigua and Barbuda, of the nature of the proposed transfer, of the intended temporary nature of their reception in Antigua and Barbuda, and of the options available following arrival, have indicated in writing their willingness to be transferred to Antigua and Barbuda.
Only nationals of Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), other than Haiti, and nationals of Brazil and Colombia are eligible to be proposed for transfer to Antigua and Barbuda under these Operating Procedures. No national of any other country may be proposed for transfer unless the Government of Antigua and Barbuda expressly agrees otherwise in writing in advance.
No individual may be proposed for transfer unless that individual possesses a valid, unexpired passport issued by his or her country of nationality and valid for return to that country, and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda is satisfied, on the basis of information provided before approval, that there is a realistic and lawful pathway for the individual to be admitted or readmitted to the country of nationality or to another onward destination acceptable to the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. A copy of the passport and information reasonably demonstrating the feasibility of such admission or readmission, including any known legal, diplomatic or practical impediment to return or onward movement, are to be provided before approval.
b) Individuals not eligible for removal to Antigua and Barbuda under the MOU are:
i) Individuals under the age of 18;
ii) Citizens or nationals of Antigua and Barbuda; and
iii) Individuals with a criminal record or known criminal history, except where the only such history concerns violations of U.S. immigration law; and
iv) Individuals subject to a judicial or administrative stay, or another known legal impediment to transfer from the United States.
Individuals with a serious medical, psychiatric or other condition requiring continuing treatment or specialised care that the Government of Antigua and Barbuda determines cannot reasonably be accommodated without disproportionate demand upon its health or social services; and
Individuals who are pregnant, require ongoing specialist medical treatment, or have identified vulnerabilities requiring substantial continuing care, unless expressly approved in writing by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda after full disclosure of the relevant circumstances and satisfactory arrangements for all associated care and costs.
The Government of Antigua and Barbuda retains sole discretion to approve or decline any proposed individual, in whole or in part, and is not required to provide reasons for its decision. A person not expressly approved in writing by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda is not to be placed on a flight to Antigua and Barbuda. Where an individual is transported to Antigua and Barbuda without the prior express written approval of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, or where it is established upon arrival that the individual materially fails to satisfy the agreed conditions for transfer because information or documentation provided before transfer was materially inaccurate, incomplete or deficient, the Government of the United States of America is expected promptly to receive the individual back and to bear all costs associated with the individual's return and with his or her presence in Antigua and Barbuda pending return.
Section 3: Preliminary Number of Individuals Removed
The Government of the United States of America and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda intend that no more than seven (7) individuals in total be transferred during each successive three-month period, the first such period commencing on the effective date of these Operating Procedures. This number is a maximum and does not constitute a commitment by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda to accept any minimum number of persons. Unused places do not carry forward from one three-month period to another. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda may, at its sole discretion, agree in writing to a higher number. In every case, each proposed individual remains subject to prior express written approval by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. Nothing in this Section creates an expectation that seven persons, or any minimum number of persons, will be accepted in any three-month period.
Notwithstanding the quarterly maximum, no further transfer is to occur if seven (7) or more individuals previously transferred under these Operating Procedures remain in Antigua and Barbuda, unless the Government of Antigua and Barbuda expressly agrees otherwise in writing. For the avoidance of doubt, this concurrent-presence limitation is an additional safeguard and does not create any obligation to accept persons up to that number.
Section 4: Cooperation for Assistance
No transfer is to occur unless written financial and operational arrangements satisfactory to the Government of Antigua and Barbuda are in place providing for the Government of the United States of America, consistent with applicable law and regulation, to provide, or cause to be provided, the full cost of accommodation, subsistence, medical and other necessary care, documentation, local transportation, interpretation, reasonable administrative and security expenses, and other agreed services and support for each transferred individual from the date of arrival until that individual departs Antigua and Barbuda or obtains an independent lawful basis to remain, so that no financial burden arising from the transfer or continued presence of a transferred individual falls upon the Government of Antigua and Barbuda.
The Government of the United States of America expects to fund the International Organization for Migration (IOM), or another competent international organization mutually acceptable to both Governments, to provide and coordinate agreed services for individuals transferred under the MOU. Any participation by IOM or another international organization is subject to its own mandate, policies, risk assessment and a separate arrangement with the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, and nothing in these Operating Procedures purports to bind that organization.

The availability, limitation, suspension, withdrawal or expiry of assistance from IOM or another international organization does not alter the financial and operational arrangements required under the preceding paragraphs. If such assistance is unavailable, discontinued, reduced or considered inadequate by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, no further transfer is to occur unless satisfactory alternative arrangements are in place. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda intends to coordinate with the agreed international organization, as appropriate, to facilitate its lawful activities in Antigua and Barbuda.
No first transfer is to occur until any arrangement required between the Government of Antigua and Barbuda and IOM, or another agreed international organization, for the provision of agreed post-arrival or assisted voluntary return services has been concluded and is operational, and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda is satisfied that the financial and operational arrangements required by this Section are in place.
Section 5: Procedure Prior to Reception
a) At least ten (10) business days before a proposed transfer, the Government of the United States of America intends to send to the designated authority of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda, via the U.S. Embassy in Bridgetown, the names of the persons proposed for transfer together with the information specified below. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda may request additional information or additional time for review. No person is to be included on a final flight manifest or placed on a flight to Antigua and Barbuda unless and until the Government of Antigua and Barbuda has expressly approved that person in writing. Silence or the absence of a response does not constitute approval.
b) For every person proposed for transfer, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security intends to provide all relevant information in the possession of, or reasonably obtainable by, the Government of the United States of America that is necessary to permit the Government of Antigua and Barbuda to make an informed decision, including:
· A comprehensive pre-transfer health assessment, including information concerning any medical, psychiatric, disability-related, pregnancy-related or other condition requiring continuing treatment, specialised care or accommodation;
· Biometric information and sufficient biographical information to establish identity, including any known aliases;
· Nationality or nationalities, a copy of the valid, unexpired passport required under Section 2, and available information concerning the person's admissibility to the intended country of return or other onward destination;
· Information regarding whether the person is accompanied and, if so, by whom;
· Date of birth and sex;
· Relevant United States immigration history, including a copy of the final or expedited order of removal and information concerning any judicial or administrative stay or other known legal impediment to transfer;
· Criminal-record information, or confirmation of the absence of a known criminal record, together with relevant law-enforcement or security information to the extent known or reasonably obtainable;
· Information concerning whether the person has ever sought, asserted, been granted, been denied, or is presently claiming asylum, refugee status, withholding of removal, protection under the Convention Against Torture, or any other protection against return, together with the disposition or current status of each such claim and copies of relevant decisions or records where reasonably obtainable; and confirmation that any available proceedings, review or other legal process in the United States that would prevent the proposed transfer have been exhausted or finally determined.
· The person's occupation, qualifications and skills, where known; and
· The intended country of return or onward destination, where applicable, the status of arrangements for voluntary return or lawful onward movement, and information reasonably demonstrating that the intended destination will admit or readmit the person and that there is no known legal, diplomatic or practical impediment to such return or onward movement.
Written certification that the person has been informed, in a language he or she understands, that the proposed destination is Antigua and Barbuda, of the intended temporary nature of the arrangement and of the options available following arrival, and has indicated in writing his or her willingness to be transferred to Antigua and Barbuda. For the avoidance of doubt, willingness to be transferred to Antigua and Barbuda is distinct from any subsequent decision by the individual to request or participate in assisted voluntary return, which is to remain voluntary and subject to the applicable requirements of the organisation providing such assistance.
Section 6: Reception Procedure
The reception of individuals removed is expected to take place at V. C. Bird International Airport in Antigua and Barbuda, where the handover is expected to take place directly between appropriate personnel of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the immigration authorities of Antigua and Barbuda. Each individual accepted for transfer is to be admitted only pursuant to the laws of Antigua and Barbuda and under a specifically designated temporary admission status determined by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. Before the first transfer takes place, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda is to have established the domestic administrative or regulatory arrangements governing that status, including its duration and conditions. Nothing in these Operating Procedures confers upon a transferred individual any right to permanent residence, citizenship, refugee status, employment authorisation or any other continuing status in Antigua and Barbuda.
The Governments understand that the purpose of the arrangement is temporary reception and transit rather than permanent settlement in Antigua and Barbuda. Nothing in these Operating Procedures constitutes an undertaking by the Government of Antigua and Barbuda to grant permanent residence, asylum, refugee status, employment authorization, or any other continuing immigration status. Any application for protection or other status made in Antigua and Barbuda will be dealt with in accordance with the laws of Antigua and Barbuda and its applicable international obligations.
The Government of the United States of America, working as appropriate with IOM or another agreed international organization, intends to support and fund arrangements for voluntary return or lawful onward movement of transferred persons, subject to the laws of Antigua and Barbuda and its applicable international obligations. Such support and the financial arrangements required under Section 4 are expected to continue for persons already transferred until their voluntary return or lawful onward movement, or until they acquire an independent lawful basis to remain in Antigua and Barbuda, as applicable. The inability of an international organization to compel return, or the voluntary withdrawal of a transferred person from an assisted voluntary return programme, does not of itself terminate the financial and operational arrangements required under Section 4.
Where an individual transferred under these Operating Procedures is required to depart Antigua and Barbuda and is not entitled to remain on an independent lawful basis, the Government of the United States of America is expected, consistent with applicable law, to fund and facilitate the individual's prompt return to his or her country of nationality where such return is lawful and practicable. Where return to the country of nationality cannot lawfully or practicably occur, the Government of the United States of America is expected to fund and facilitate lawful onward placement in an alternative third country or another durable solution acceptable to the Government of Antigua and Barbuda. Financial, accommodation, subsistence, medical and other agreed support arrangements for the individual are expected to continue until such return, onward placement or other durable solution has been effected, or until the individual obtains an independent lawful basis to remain in Antigua and Barbuda.
Section 7: Suspension and Review
The Government of Antigua and Barbuda may suspend consideration or reception of further transfers immediately if, in its assessment, implementation gives rise to material concerns relating to national security, public order, public health, housing, social services, immigration capacity, fiscal or administrative burden, inadequate funding or support, reduction, suspension or withdrawal of assistance by IOM or another agreed international organization, an accumulation of persons whose voluntary return or lawful onward movement has not occurred within a reasonable period, the duration or cost of supporting transferred persons, a hurricane or other natural disaster, a public-health emergency, or another national emergency or exogenous shock affecting Antigua and Barbuda's capacity to receive transferred persons.
If one or more transferred persons seek asylum, refugee status, protection against refoulement, humanitarian protection, or another status that may result in prolonged residence, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda may suspend further transfers while the implications are assessed and while appropriate legal, operational and financial arrangements are reviewed.
The Governments intend to review implementation after the first five (5) transfers or six (6) months, whichever occurs first, and at any other time at the request of either Government.
Section 8: Period of Effectiveness and Modification of these Operating Procedures
These Operating Procedures become effective upon signature by both Governments and continue in effect for so long as the MOU remains in effect, unless discontinued earlier in accordance with this Section. Either Government may discontinue these Operating Procedures at any time by written diplomatic notification, without prejudice to any separate provision governing cessation of the MOU. The Government of Antigua and Barbuda may suspend consideration or reception of further transfers with immediate effect in accordance with Section 7. Suspension or discontinuation of these Operating Procedures is not expected to affect the financial and operational arrangements required under Section 4, or support for voluntary return or lawful onward movement, in respect of persons transferred before the effective date of such suspension or discontinuation. These Operating Procedures may be modified only by mutual written decision of the Government of the United States of America and the Government of Antigua and Barbuda.
Signed, in two originals, in the English language.
	FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


………………………………………………
Date: ………………………………………..
Place: ……………………………………….
	FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA: 


………………………………………………
Date: ………………………………………..
Place: ……………………………………….
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